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EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT
This will confirm that you have retained the law firm of Schreier & Housewirth to represent you in connection with your family law matter.  This letter will summarize the terms upon which the Firm has accepted this representation.

The persons or entities responsible for the payment of our fees and expenses are as follows:                                                                                 .   Fees will be based on time expended by those working on this matter at their usual hourly rates: Gregory L. Housewirth, attorney, $250.00 per hour; Holly J. Schreier, attorney, $175.00 per hour, Melissa Golden, legal assistant, $95.00  per hour.  Like all pricing, these rates are evaluated from time to time.  We reserve the right, upon thirty (30) days advance notice to you, to adjust these hourly rates.

Pursuant to our standard procedure, you will be billed in one-tenth  (.10)  hour increments for services performed.  Attorneys' work on numerous files during a day and some lack of precision is inherent in billing on time, but the time charged to your file will always represent a good faith estimate of the actual time spent.

In addition to the hourly fees described above, you will be responsible for payment or reimbursement of expenses incurred in this representation.  These include, but are not limited to court costs, expert witness and investigator fees, deposition fees, photocopy charges, delivery charges, long distance telephone charges, travel expense, etc.  It is our usual practice to send to clients, for direct payment by them, invoices from third parties such as court reporters, expert witnesses, and reproduction services.  You are required to pay such invoices promptly upon receipt.  The Firm may, from time-to-time, but will not be required to, advance some expenses on your behalf, after which it will be your obligation to reimburse to us.

The Firm bills on a monthly basis, or at otherwise appropriate intervals, and will provide you with a statement setting forth, in reasonable detail, all advances for expenses, and a reasonable description of services rendered by the Firm.  It has been our experience that extreme detail in fee statements is not to the client's advantage, as fee statements occasionally end up in the hands of the adversary during litigation.  We are, of course, available at any time to discuss your statements in any detail you wish.  The Firm requires payment within fifteen (15) days from receipt of your invoice.  Accounts become past due 30 days after they were billed.

If, in the course of our representation, we experience or anticipate a significant increase in the level of activity on your behalf (the commencement of trial preparation or trial), we may bill you more frequent than monthly.  We will expect that such statements will also be paid promptly.

As an initial retainer deposit against fees and expenses, you have agreed to make a non-refundable payment of $                               .00. This deposit will be held in trust, and will be applied to fees and expenses as they are earned and/or incurred each month.  You will be furnished with monthly statements of fees earned and expenses incurred; our billing cycle ends on the last day of each month. 

The amount of your retainer deposit has been set based upon our estimate of probable fees and costs to be incurred in our preliminary representation in this case.  In the event that our estimate proves inadequate, we reserve the right to require you to replenish your retainer upon twenty (20) days notice to you.

The Firm reserves the right to withdraw from this representation at any time for any reason including, but not limited to, (i) a determination that a conflict of interest has arisen as a result of representation of you; (ii) if you insist that the Firm engage in conduct contrary to the best judgment or advice of the Firm; or (iii) if you fail to meet your obligations under this Agreement.  You specifically agree to this and, by execution hereof, authorize us to represent to any court, should any litigation then be pending, the fact of your acquiescence in our withdrawal.  Additionally, in this regard, you agree to execute any and all documents required by any court evidencing your consent to our withdrawal as your counsel.

You may discharge us from representation of you in this matter at any time by written notice.  The Firm will be entitled to receive compensation for all services rendered and reimbursement for all disbursements made, pursuant to the provisions of this letter agreement, up to the time we are allowed by the court to withdraw as your counsel of record.

By your signature on this engagement agreement, you grant to us a lien and security interest in your files and any proceeds obtained in the litigation to secure payment of any unpaid amounts you owe us.

During the course of discussion with you about this matter, we may have provided estimates of the fees and expenses that will be required at certain stages of this representation. 
 


It is our Firm's policy to advise clients that such estimates are just that, and that future fees and expenses are ultimately a function of many conditions over which we may have little or no control, such as the extent to which the opposition files pretrial motions and engages in discovery.  One reason we submit bills on a monthly basis shortly after the services are rendered is so you will promptly know what level of fees and expenses you are incurring.  If you believe the costs are mounting too rapidly, please contact us immediately so we can assist you in evaluating whether and how they might be curtailed in the future.  When we do not hear from you, we will assume that you approve of the overall level of activity in this case on your behalf.

We are honored to represent you in this matter, and appreciate the confidence you have shown in our Firm.  Of course, you understand that no promises or guarantees as to the outcome of the case could be or have been made.

This agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas and all obligations of the parties are performable in Tarrant County, Texas.  The agreement shall be binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, the parties and their respective heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors and assigns.

In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this agreement shall be held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision, and this agreement shall be construed as if such invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision does not exist.

This agreement constitutes the only agreement of the parties and supersedes any prior understandings or written or oral agreements between the parties respecting the subject matter.

Any disputes arising under this employment agreement or any claims you may wish to assert against this Firm, whether contractual or tortious in nature, will be resolved exclusively by submission to arbitration pursuant to the rules of the American Arbitration Association and by your signature on a copy of this letter, you agree that the arbitrator's decision shall be binding, conclusive and non-appealable.

IT IS UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that upon completion of the case, my attorney will notify me of any and all client materials that remain in the attorney’s possession.  My attorney shall return all documents provided by me as well as all original documents generated in connection with the representation.  
I FURTHER UNDERSTAND AND AGREE that I have an affirmative duty to retrieve said materials or to direct the attorney to forward the materials to me at my sole expense.  If I fail to retrieve the materials or fail to direct the attorney to forward the materials to me, this failure shall be regarded as my authorization for the attorney to destroy said materials without further notice to me.  The attorney may destroy any client materials at any time with client’s written consent, and in any event, after 60 days from the conclusion of representation.  During that 60 day period, the attorney shall make such files available to client for copying.  No further notice to client will be required prior to such destruction.

If this letter accurately reflects our agreement concerning our Firm's representation of you in this matter, please sign in the place indicated below on the enclosed copy of this letter and return it to our offices.  A copy of this letter is also enclosed to be retained for your files.  

By signing this employment agreement, you are authorizing our Firm to obtain any records relevant to our representation of you in this matter and you represent that you have disclosed all relevant information to us to aid us in this representation.

This agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts.

AGREED AND APPROVED:

_____________________________

Client

_____________________________

Attorney

Date:_____________________________
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